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I am writing this article for the July 2020 Lions Link on Saturday,
June 20. What is planned in the next week is for me to complete
some final District Governor-Elect Training on Monday and Tuesday.
I will then attend the MD-2 Convention in Longview, TX where we
as a Council of Governors for 2020 – 2021 will be making some
decisions and plans for the new year. I will attend a practice oath of
office training on Friday, June 26 and be sworn in as District Governor
of District 2-X1 on Monday, June 29. This is all close to what would
have happened if I attended the LCI Convention in Singapore. On
Wednesday, July 1 my term as District Governor will begin. I must
thank all the Lion friends who have supported me and worked with me
over my 32+ years as a Lion. My service as a Lion is truly a highlight
portion of my life. I feel there is no greater reason for us to exist
other than to be of service to others. It has made me a better
person and I have gotten back far more than I have given over these
Lion Years.
I want to congratulate and thank now IPDG Vinod Mathur on the
service he gave this District in 2019 – 2020. I also want everyone to
welcome the entire team that will be leading our District in this Lions
Year and on into the future. My motto is: Lions Lead, Lions Serve.
We lead by serving others.
Please be watching for an announcement on the First District 2-X1
Cabinet Meeting on Saturday, July 25, 2020. I am working with a team
and we think we can meet in person in a limited and controlled way in
a Dallas City Park. Watch for more details as we work through this
plan.
Thanks so much for trusting me and I look for your support as we all
serve together.
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Esmeralda’s Express News
1st VDG Esmeralda Rodriguez
Grand Prairie Host Lions Club
lionesme01@gmail.com
Special Thanks: I want to thank all of our 2-X1 Lions for all the prayers for myself and our
family. As you all know by now, I have tested positive for Flu A, strep, pneumonia, and Covid-19.
A special thanks to GP Host Lions Club member Alma De La Torre for coordinating meals for
our family.
Training: Congratulations to Pamela Baker and Christy Householter for taking the lead and
ensuring that our DGE Billy Ketner’s vision for virtual training came to fruition. A big thanks to
all Lion leaders being able and willing to do the variety of session for presidents, treasurers,
secretaries, membership chairpersons. I enjoyed doing a virtual session on membership.
Recognition: Please remember that our awards night in lieu of the convention has been moved
to late in July. As a result, we are extending the deadline for 2-X1 Grassroots Lion of the Year
Nomination forms until July 5th. Please email the completed Grassroots Lion Nomination form
to 1VDGE Esmeralda Rodriguez at lionesme01@gmail.com or mail it to 1VDGE Esmeralda
Rodriguez, 1322 Clark Trail, Grand Prairie, Texas75052 with a $10 dollar check. We would like
to recognize at least one Lion member from each of our 50+ clubs. If your club has still not
submitted a Grassroots Lion of the Year nominee, please do so as soon as possible due to the
deadline coming up on July 5th. Thanks in advance to clubs that have submitted their nominee
already.
Membership/Service: Let’s finish this year strong with membership. I would like encourage all
our clubs to continue to focus and not give up and recruit new members, try do service and
retain all club members. Please continue to check on members either virtually or by phone, text
or email. Kudos to Grand Prairie Host Lions Club. They will be inducting 3 new members
and have done an excellent job doing service this month: meal distributions to homeless in
partnership with Grand Prairie Homeless Outreach Organization on June 22nd. Working together
with community partners by helping Child Protective Services with cleaning, sanitizing family
visitation room on June 20th and then again in July. GP Host Lions Club will be helping Hispanic
Heritage Ambassadors’ food distribution on July 16th as needed. An upcoming service project is
with Catholic Charities at St. Michael’s Church food distribution for families dealing with food
insecurities coming up on June 30th. However, please keep in mind that safety of club members
is first priority and safety protocols need be used.
Reporting: Please do not forget to do MM‘s and service project reporting.
MD2 State Convention is being held in Longview, Texas in late June. I will surely miss
attending this year due to myself and my family being in quarantine. My prayer and wish is that
all 2-X1 Lions are staying safe and doing well. I know it continues to be extremely stressful due
to COVID-19 with the restrictions on our lives. However, I encourage you all to not be scared
and follow safety precautions to keep yourself and your family members safe.
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SPOTLIGHT ON CLUB SERVICE
Each month, we will shine a spotlight on clubs in District 2-X1 providing meaningful
service in their communities. Congratulations to these clubs for making a difference!
Ennis Lions Club
The club awarded 4-$500.00 scholarships to four graduating seniors of Ennis High
School.
Sachse Lions Club
The club made a donation to Children’s Cancer Hospital.
Mabank Cedar Creek Area Lions Club
The club members collected and recycled 298 eyeglasses in June.
Wylie Evening Lions Club
Wylie Evening Lions Club helped distribute food at the Amazing Grace Food Pantry.
Dallas North Indo Centennial Lions Club
Many people in a remote tribal village in the Telangana State of India were impacted
due to COVID-19 by losing jobs and lack of work. DNIC raised funds amounting to
$775 and purchased groceries and distributed to the villagers.

If you have an item for
the Lions Link, please
email it to:
hilarylandrum@gmail.com
no later than July 25th
for inclusion in the
August edition!

District 2-X1 congratulates Leo Ritu
Upadhyay for winning 1st place at the
MD-2 State Convention for her Drug
Awareness Speech! Leo Ritu was
sponsored by the Dallas Everest
Lions Club.
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Fred’s Findings
2nd VDG Fred Conger
Coppell Lions Club
fred.conger@verizon.net

I am writing from the 2020 Lion MD-2 Convention in Longview, TX. As we
are all painfully aware, Covid-19 has made a mockery of our normal Lion events,
not to mention our lives and in many cases our livelihoods. It forced our district
to cancel our District Convention. And it has also had an impact on the normal
MD-2 convention events. However, Past Council Chair Nancy VanAlstine has
done a marvelous job in overcoming as many Covid-19 imposed problems and
restrictions to the convention as was humanly possible. PCC Nancy, thank you
for being flexible and creative.
Along the thought of overcoming, being flexible and creative when
presented with a monumental impediment, I hope that all of your clubs are
continuing to meet in some form and to do service where possible. IPDG Vinod
used Zoom meetings to conduct his DG Team’s efforts these past months.
Many clubs are using Zoom to hold regular and board meetings on their normal
meeting dates and times. This Monday evening, my club will have our Year End
Awards Program on-line using Zoom. We have already had our Installation of
Officers via Zoom. Many Club officer elections were held via email voting or
phone voting. Dallas Ace has recruited 26 new members during this pandemic
and will have completed three new service projects by June 30th.
In other words, continue to be Lions. Find a way to continue your club’s
normal operations, service and membership recruitment. Don’t let this virus
or any other problem prevent your club from doing what Lions do, SERVE.
Congratulations to the clubs who have innovated and adapted in this crazy
time.
And finally, I want to thank the Lions of District 2-X1 for giving me the
opportunity to work in support of our district, and more importantly, support
your clubs and your Lion members.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Hobbies: I love to be outdoors working
with plants, hiking, or taking my dog on a
walk! I enjoy reading and being in a book
club, cooking, watching classic movies, and
going to thrift stores and garage sales!

Hilary Landrum
Year I Joined Lions
Club: 2003
Member of:
Waxahachie Lions
Club
Favorite Lions
Memory: When I
marched in the
International Parade
in Milan, Italy!

Favorite Movies: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,
Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy,
The Nutty Professor (with Jerry Lewis),
Bringing Up Baby, North by Northwest
Favorite Foods: All things Tex-Mex and
Italian, Rainier cherries, and most desserts!
Family: Married to John, one dog named
Nelson, my parents David & Alice, and a
younger sister Mallory
Three words that describe me: creative,
thoughtful, motivated

“Member Spotlight” is a new addition to the Lions Link. If you would like
the chance to be featured in a future issue, please answer the above
questions, attach a picture, and send it to: hilarylandrum@gmail.com

Lions Link
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Service As a Mission...

Lion Kasey Cheshier
GST District Coordinator
Duncanville Noon Lions
Club
kaseycheshier@gmail.com
682.556.0240

Howdy fellow Lions,
My name is Kasey Cheshier of the Duncanville Noon
Lions and I’m honored to serve on the District 2-X1
cabinet for 2020-21 as the Global Service Team (GST)
District Coordinator. “Service” in our communities is
what likely brought you to Lionism and each club in our
district has such a unique opportunity for implementing
impactful service projects throughout the year. Melvin
Jones had a dream that every need can be met by a
Lion or Leo. Not only does your individual service
impact the local level, but Lions collectively impact the
entire globe by fulfilling many global humanitarian
needs.
As the (GST) District Coordinator, my objectives are to
provide building resources to zone and club service
chairpersons, empowering Lions to meet the priority
needs of their communities and elevate the member
experience through impactful service growth. As Lions,
local community service projects create a sense of
belonging & pride with each of us. Throughout the next
year, my personal goals as GST are to help each club
understand the importance of service reporting on
MyLion, help clubs raise the visibility of Lions in their
towns through “service” and to work with clubs to
implement new service projects aligned with global LCI
initiatives (more on these later). Likewise, these goals
align with DG Billy’s district goal that every club perform
and report service activities.
To help streamline communication for clubs in my new
District 2-X1 role, I have created a Facebook page to
follow for Lion’s related topics - www.facebook.com/
LionKaseyCheshier - Please follow there for regular
updates and tidbits of information!
As we enter into a new year of Lionism and navigate
through times of great need in our communities, who
better to STEP UP & SERVE than Lions.

Pamela’s Pulse
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Howdy! Lion Pamela here, your Global Leadership
Team (GLT) Coordinator for the 2020-2021 Lions
year. One of my favorite artists is Al Jarreau. He
sings this song, “We’re In This Love Together!”
This song exemplifies what I feel about Lions.
We’re in this love for Lionism together.
In June, we did our first virtual Club officer training
through Zoom. I must admit we were excited about
the possibilities but also nervous about all the things
Lion Pamela Baker
that could go wrong. DG Lion Billy’s concept of Lions
having multiple opportunities to participate in training GLT District Coordinator
Wylie Evening Lions Club
through Zoom came with many conversations, a few lionpamela2020@gmail.com
reservations and maybe even some hesitations. Lion
972.765.8882
Christy Householter did a wonderful job organizing
the people who registered and putting them in the
club officer training breakout rooms. I want to give a
SPECIAL THANKS to the presenters: Lion Fred
Conger, DG Lion Billy Ketner, PDG Lion Keith Murray,
1VDG Lion Esmeralda Rodriguez, and Lion Peggy
Smothermon. A BIG SHOUT OUT to Lion BN Panta,
Lion Julia Johnson and Lion Tami Kraus who stood in
the wings in case we needed them. We had over 80
participants. For all of us it was an opportunity to
“learn and grow”.
We are working on certificates for those who
participated and we will have the recordings and
materials for each of the officer positions available
soon. So stay Zoomed!
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Oak Cliff Lions Serving Amidst Pandemic
Socially Distancing Social
By Lion Nia MacKay
About 35 Lions and guests gathered at Lake Cliff Park, 300 E. Colorado Blvd, Dallas, TX, at noon
on Wednesday, June 3, 2020 for the “Socially Distancing Social.” This was a debut program the
Oak Cliff Lions held since ‘Stay at Home’ mandatory was placed last March. The gathering was
conducted by following social distancing guidelines and face masks were encouraged.
Food was served from the Dallas Grilled Cheese Company food truck, brought by President Diana
Ezzell. The speaker for this program was Lion Mike Satarino. He was the principal of Bishop Dunne
Catholic School and the Dallas ISD for the Talented and Gifted school, and shared his experience of
being a teacher and principal. Lion Mike has served as a Tail Twister for OCLC three times, and
served as Tail Twister sub for many, many more times (some of them was at the last minute!). As
to why he never accepted the presidential
nomination, he said that he is keeping his
promise to his wife that after he retired he will
‘stay home.’ For those who couldn’t make it, we
took a group picture with ‘We Miss You’ sign, to
show that we’re miss them and thinking of them.
This meeting has made the Oak Cliff Lions feel
revived and very much looking forward to the
next “Socially Distancing Social” in the near
future!

Oak Cliff Lions Served Front Line Workers at Dallas Methodist Hospital
On Thursday, June 4th, the Oak Cliﬀ Lions Club, in partnership with the Dallas Grilled Cheese
Company served up hot meals to the Front Line Workers at Methodist Hospital Dallas in Oak Cliff.
The meals (‘rustic’ grilled cheese, French fries, chocolate chip
cookie, and a soda) were prepared at the DGCC food truck at
the main entrance of the Lobby to the hospital, served from
11:15 AM until 12:45 PM.
President Diana Ezzell, PDG Wayne Meachum, PP Charlie
Tupper, Lions Teri Bailey, Paula Craig, and Nia MacKay were
present at the event to cheer and show appreciation for these
workers. PP Lion Charlie’s daughter, Abigail Tupper, is a
nurse at this hospital and she was working tirelessly on the
front line since the pandemic began. In 2019, both father and
daughter received the “Lions Recognition Award” from Lions
International President, for saving someone’s life.
Many thanks to the Dallas Grilled Cheese Company for their support and to the Oak Cliff Lions
Club and Civic Benefits Committee members with the support of the Foundation Board for this
opportunity to serve our local front line workers and health care providers!

Volume 31, Issue 1

Page 9

What is World Services for the Blind?
Close your eyes for a moment and imagine being blind. When you reopen them read these
four words aloud:
Unprecedented....................
Unemployment....................
Isolation....................
Fear....................
Words that have become a normal part of our vocabulary during this pandemic.
Words that have been at the heart of the mission of World Services for the Blind for more
than 73 years! The campus is located on a full city block between 28th and 29th streets on Fair
Park Boulevard in a residential area near the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.

Unprecedented- Webster’s defines this word as NEVER DONE OR KNOWN BEFORE!
While dealing with a pandemic at this scale is unprecedented by everyone, people cannot
imagine what they would do if they lost their sight, to not have the ability to support
themselves or their family or to even be able to perform the most basic of tasks.
Isolation- Isolation is experienced by people who are blind every day. Many times, for those
who lose their vision later in life they lose not only their independence but family and friends.
Left alone “to grope in the noon day as though it was night” …..words spoken by Helen
Keller in her speech at Cedar Point, Ohio in 1925 to the Lions International convention.
Isolated because of lack of resources such as transportation, money, and many times for
those World Services for the Blind SERVE even the most basic of needs such as food/shelter!
Unemployment- On June 13th, 2020, Department of Labor reported that 40 million Americans
have filed for unemployment during the pandemic, making the jobless rate over 23.9%. World
Services for the Blind has been dealing with statistics not experienced by any other
demographic in the world! 70% unemployment rate among working age adults who are
blind! Why? Stereotypes and misconceptions about the capabilities of people who are blind.
Fear- Fear is defined as an unpleasant emotion caused by the belief that someone or
something is dangerous, likely to cause pain, or a threat. Fear of things unseen, we all have
that as we may wonder what is lurking around the dark corner. Fear of being isolated....
closed off from the rest of the world. Fear of no end in sight. All things that World Services
for the Blind students experience every day!
Since 1947, World Services for the Blind has served more than 16,000 people from all 50
states and 59 countries. Why? Because of Lions! An original donation of $10,000 built
the dream of a man named Roy Kumpe......a dream that is realized by so many who have
benefited. The mission at World Services for the Blind is: “To empower people who are
blind and visually impaired in the United States and around the world to achieve sustainable
independence”.
How do we accomplish that mission? World Services for the Blind is the ONLY residential
center in the US that provides comprehensive blindness skills training and extensive
Vocational Rehabilitation training under one roof and now with many of our offerings online.
Learn more about our programs and services by visiting https://www.wsblind.org/
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Comedy

Corner
Visit Lions Clubs
International online @
lionsclubs.org
texaslions.org
www.lions2-x1.org

Lions Code of Ethics
TO SHOW my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I may
merit a reputation for quality of service.
TO SEEK success and demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no profit or
success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of
questionable acts on my part.
TO REMEMBER that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another’s; to be loyal
to my clients or customers and true to myself.
WHENEVER a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to resolve
such doubt against myself.
TO HOLD friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of
the service performed by one to another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service
in the spirit in which it is given.
ALWAYS to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state and my community, and to
give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and
means.
TO AID others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, my substance to the
needy.
TO BE CAREFUL with my criticism and liberal with my praise, to build up and not destroy.

