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The Dallas Bangladeshi Lions Club's Charter Night was a
great success. We welcome a great new club to our District. I
Oak Cliff Lions Are
19 made official District Governor visits to Richardson Host Lions
Serving!
Club and Brighter Horizons Academy Leo Club where I installed
officers in both clubs. I also made my official visit to Coppell
Lions Club. The District finally got to celebrate Grass Root Lions
Awards and other District Awards on September 19. I attended
20202020-2021 District
2-X1 Cabinet Officers Zone Meetings for Zones 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, and 8. Some of the best
attended Zone Meetings I have seen as Zoom meetings were
District Governor
used for most of these. We did not get to hold a Necrology
Billy Ketner
Service for the twenty-four District Lions who died in the 2019 –
972.414.9922
bket47@gmail.com
2020 Lions Year. I am committed to honoring these Lions at
1st Vice District Governor
our 2021 District 2-X1 Convention. I can assure you they are
Esmeralda Rodriguez
gone, but not forgotten.
972.891.4678

lionesme01@gmail.com

2nd Vice District Governor
Fred Conger (Lion Judy)
972.462.1590
fred.conger@verizon.net
Cabinet Secretary
Peggi Smothermon (PDG Bill)
972.816.3580
Peggi.Smo@gmail.com
Cabinet Treasurer
Danny Fletcher (PDG Kathy)
214.662.4549
heavybelly2@aol.com

The District is working on two new clubs. We also hope to hold
Membership Chair and Certified Guiding Lion Training in October.
The Commerce Lions Club has obtained the Northeast Texas
Children's Museum in Commerce for our Second Cabinet Meeting
on October 24, 2020 (see page 10 for more info). Please be
looking for more details as planning continues. I want all clubs
to meet and serve in any ways they are comfortable with. We
cannot continue to blame any outside condition for why we
cannot continue to serve others. Please do all you can to live
up to our motto of "WE SERVE!"
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Esmeralda’s Express News
1st VDG Esmeralda Rodriguez
Grand Prairie Host Lions Club
lionesme01@gmail.com
Hello to all my fellow Lions! This new normal is challenging us to be innovative, to think out of the box, and to meet
virtually on Zoom. It is important to meet even if it by Zoom at this time to stay connected with our club members. I
know we have had to adapt and get out of our comfortable and traditional way of meeting. However, one thing has
not changed is our motto: We Serve!
It is amazing to see our 2-X1 clubs stepping up to the challenge and continuing to do service projects, retain members
and recruit new members, and start a new club in these trying times. A great example of service on the go is the great
job that IPDG Vinod Mathur, Lion Gloria Mathur, Dallas Filipino Lions Club, and all the clubs that helped to distribute
Personal Protective Equipment to first responders in our communities. This was an incredible project that helped to
meet the needs in many communities in District 2-X1. Another great example is the food distributions and school
supply drives done by clubs in our district. Let’s keep sharing kindness in our communities while staying safe.
Reporting: We need your help to continue to consistently do reporting of MMR’s and service projects.
Leadership: Congratulations to all our zone chairpersons for planning and implementing their zone meetings and
discussing service ideas and providing support to each other. Our zone chairpersons are:
Zone 1 West- Radha Kaphle (Dallas Everest)
Zone 2 East -Tami Kraus (Sachse)
Zone 3 East- Prakash Gautam (Plano Collin Nepalese)
Zone 4 East -Diana Ezzell (Dallas Oak Cliff)
Zone 5 East- George Joseph (Irving DFW Indian)
Zone 6 West-James Chemp (Irving DFW Indian)
Zone 7 West- Edwin Bateman (Midlothian)
Zone 8 West- Manuel Palavacini (Dallas Trinity)
Recognition: Great job to IPDG Vinod Mathur for a wonderful job in hosting the 2019-2020 2-X1 Lions awards nights
celebrated on September 19th. I will be mailing programs and Grassroots patches to each of the Grassroots Lions
recipients that were submitted by their clubs. I sure did miss being there to personally congratulate each Grassroots
Lion due to a family emergency. Please know that your commitment and dedication is appreciated by all of us in 2-X1
and your clubs.
Kudos to Lion Virginia Lamb from Grand Prairie Host Lions club that was highlighted in the Lions magazine on page
52 for partnership with Anthem.
Training: I am attending virtually the USA/Canada Forum this weekend September 25th to 27th and great sessions
will be offered.
Membership: First- remember to Just Ask! Imagine if every Lion asked just 1 person to join their club – think of how
many people we could serve; Second- Engage through service; Third-Do a virtual membership drive; Fourth-keep
your members happy, use their gifts and talents; and Fifth-Use traditional media and Social Media to tell your Lions
story.
I am super excited and look forward to attending zone meetings and club Zoom meetings the next few months. Take
care and stay safe. Please reach out to our Global Action Team as needed-we are all here to provide guidance and
support. My cell is 972-891-4678 or email: Lionesme01@gmail.com

We Serve. Lions Lead. Lions Serve. Stay healthy and safe. Take Care!
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Fred’s Findings
2nd VDG Fred Conger
Coppell Lions Club
fred.conger@verizon.net
It’s October already! Cooler weather and a great time to be outdoors. If you have not
already done so, could your club plan a meeting or social event in a park or other large open
space? After almost 7 months, most clubs would love to see each other face-to-face and not
just on a computer screen.
I actually like Zoom for some things. Especially for Zone meetings or quick get together
planning sessions. No need to spend time or gasoline on travelling to and from the meeting
location. And it’s easy for more Lions to find the time to attend. It’s also good for holding training
events. No need to rent a facility and sign contracts. All of our district’s club officer training was
done in June using several Zoom sessions. Thank you GLT Pamela Baker! More training will be
offered in the near future.
I am still hearing that there are some club members (and perhaps some clubs) just
will not join or hold a Zoom meeting. There are several of us district officers who would be
more than happy to train and assist any person or group on how to setup, hold or just attend a
Zoom meeting. It really is NOT difficult. Give one of us a call.
For the upcoming Second Cabinet Meeting, DG Billy will follow COVID limitations, so he
is asking that only his Cabinet members (including Zone Chairpersons) attend. We are planning
to stream the meeting live via Facebook so every club can view it online. Please take the time
to watch so you will know what is happening in your Lion district.
The District Executive Council is made up of the club officers and chaired by the 2nd
VDG. It is intended to help the District’s clubs share ideas and projects, and be better informed
in order to better promote Lionism. My second District Executive Council meeting will be held
via Zoom on November 18th starting at 6:30 pm. The topic of this meeting will Membership
Growth and Retention. So, besides inviting club Presidents and Secretaries, I will also invite all
club Membership Chairpersons. I will send each of you the link in early November.
You can also invite your VPs or other club officers by forwarding the link to them.
Everyone is welcome! Be ready to learn and share your club membership successes and/or
problems. The DG Team will provide you with help where needed. Watch for your email Zoom
link invitation. If you don’t have Zoom, go to Zoom.com and install it on your computer (it’s free)
and you will be ready to attend.
Don’t forget to report all of your club activities (meetings, service projects, planning
meetings, etc.) on MyLION. It has been updated and is working properly.
Y’all stay safe while doing and reporting your club’s service!
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Hobbies: Photography, exploring outdoors,
planting flowers, going to concerts, traveling to
see my family and friends

Favorite Movies: Wizard of Oz, Sound of
Music, Forrest Gump, E.T., Wally, Footloose
and Dirty Dancing

Kimberley Wheeler
“Green Queen”
Year I Joined Lions
Club: 10 YEARS AGO, this
month! I attended my first meeting
August 2010 and joined October 1,
2010

Member of: Royse City
Lions Club
Favorite Lions
Memory: Being awarded
Grass Roots Lion 2011; Attending
USA/Canada Forum 2013 in
Kansas and Texas Forum with
PDG Kathleen Tyre; having a Leo
Club member become a Lion Club
member

Favorite Foods: Italian food, seafood,
cookies, blueberries, Tiramisu cake

Family: Married 15 years to Penty (Gunsmith
at our house); an 11-year-old English Bulldog
named Maggie June whom we adopted 9 years
ago; 2 stepsons, Daniel age 34, US Coast
Guard, and Brandon age 31, Architectural
Landscaper; both married, 3 grandchildren
between them. No children myself. Most of
my family lives around the St. Louis area. I
have 1 brother and 3 sisters, 6 nieces, and
9 nephews.

Three words that describe me: friendly,
smiley, and caring

“Member Spotlight” is a new addition to the Lions Link. If you would like
the chance to be featured in a future issue, please answer the above
questions, attach a picture, and send it to: hilarylandrum@gmail.com
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Kindness Matters...All the Time!
Lions change the world one community at a time, by addressing
needs at home and around the globe. Lions believe kindness
matters and more than ever, we need clubs to step up and
respond to the growing needs in our region.
First and foremost, I want to thank our zone chairs and club
members who have attended the September Zone meetings.
With a special emphasis on “service” this past month, it’s been
inspiring to hear how so many clubs are providing meaningful
service in your communities, event amongst a pandemic.
Next, it is great privilege to announce our “Kindness Matters
Service Award” nomination representing District 2-X1 – the Grand
Prairie Host Lions Club. This prestigious award is given
annually to a handful of Lions and Leo clubs for performing an
outstanding service project in one of our global causes.
Nominations begin at the club level, and then the GST team
nominates one club from the district to be sent to the multi-district
Lion Kasey Cheshier “State of Texas” level. We’ll keep you informed if we hear any
GST District Coordinator updates from the MD-2 level. Final winners will be announced in
January 2021.
Duncanville Noon Lions
Recap of Kindness Matter Service Award Nomination – Grand
Club
kaseycheshier@gmail.com Prairie Host Lions
As the needs in the area drastically increased during the
682.556.0240
economic fallout of COVID-19, the Grand Prairie Host Lions
Club continued to pivot the service delivery methods and
strengthened community partnerships to serve those in
their community who are dealing with food insecurities.
Club leadership continued to identify the greatest needs/
pinpointed a gap in Grand Prairie and rose up to serve
these individuals/families. What also made this project
unique is that club members had to get creative to sustain
funding for these important projects without their regular
yearly fundraisers. Their efforts have not only contributed
to providing food assistance to low socioeconomic families
and homeless, but have also led to an increase of
community exposure and large growth of new members.
Y’all keep up the amazing works in your communities and please
reach out if you have any questions about service reporting or
need help navigating MyLion.

Pamela’s Pulse
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Are you a Creative Person? You can be a Great Leader!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do you have a talent in a particular area?
Are you playful, like to try new things or new ways of looking at or
doing things just for fun?
Can you look at more than one side of a problem?
Are you flexible?
Are you self-motivated, persevering, and passionate?
Do you LOVE Lions?

Maybe you didn’t know but creative people can make great leaders. Great
leaders transform change in individuals, teams, organizations, and
communities. Creative people make working together interesting and/or fun!
Sometimes we let fear keep us from our purpose. Many people let fear control
them. You may say to yourself, what if they don’t like me or what if I fail?
Here are some people/companies that didn’t get discouraged by what was
said:
• “I think there is a world market for maybe five computers” -Thomas
Watson, Chairman of IBM, 1943.
• “A cookie store is a bad idea. Besides the market research report says
America likes crispy cookies, not the soft and chewy cookies like you
make” -Response to Debbi Fields’ ideas of starting Mrs. Fields Cookies.
• My favorite, “We don’t like their sound, and guitar music is on the way
out.” -Decca Recording Co. rejecting The Beatles, 1962.

Lion Pamela Baker
GLT District Coordinator
Wylie Evening Lions Club
lionpamela2020@gmail.com
972.765.8882

You cannot change others beliefs. If you believe you can or believe you can’t-You are probably right. Believe
you can do it -you probably will. Fear can cause people to miss their greatest opportunities. How can you
overcome fear? 1. Ask for help. If there is a position that you would like to have in your club or in the district
seek advice from others in that position. 2. Have faith. Without faith, you lose hope. Hope gives you the energy
to accomplish whatever you set your mind to. 3. Use the power of love. If you use love for the right reasons, it
is a powerful tool against fear. We love Lions right? Think about how you influence people around you to do
their best work voluntarily, you will have powerful allies in your work and in your club.
Below are some opportunities to expand your leadership skills:

•

The Guiding Lion Program is designed to assist clubs that are newly chartered, established or determined
as priority designation.

•

Emerging Lions Leadership Institutes (ELLI) focus on building the skills of Lions and Leo members for
leadership opportunities at the club level, including the position of club president.

•

Advanced Lions Leadership Institutes focus on building the skills of Lions leaders to prepare them for
leadership responsibilities at zone, region and district levels. Qualified candidates are Lions that have
completed a successful term as club president, but have not yet attained the position of First Vice District
Governor.

•

The Faculty Development Institute is a three-day institute that serves to develop and expand the number of
skilled Lions faculty available for use in training at the club, district, and multiple district levels. The curriculum
is designed to enhance training delivery skills and training techniques that will increase the quality of training
and overall effectiveness of Lions leadership development programs.

Please let me know your training needs. We are here to help you grow and be your best.
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All Cabinet Members are urged to attend the meeting. Cabinet Officers and
Chairs are requested to provide a written report to the Cabinet Secretary prior
to the meeting at: peggi.smo@gmail.com. Verbal reports will be limited to new
or critical information.
Please feel free to contact Cabinet Secretary Peggi Smothermon or District
Governor Billy Ketner with any questions or concerns.
**SERVICE PROJECT IS TBD AT THE PRESENT TIME...
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Sports Extravaganza Cancelled
Fellow Lions,
I appreciate that many of you have been avid supporters of the Annual Sports Extravaganza
Event. It has been sponsored by the Lions of Districts 2-X1 and 2-E2 along with the Region 10
Education Service Center, Irving ISD, and the staff of Nimitz HS for many years.
However, due to the current situation in the community the event for Halloween 2020 has been
cancelled. The Goalball tournament, hosted by the Grand Prairie ISD, will also not be held. It is
our concern that we would not be able to get the number of volunteers and financial support that
we have had, as well as the young participants in the sporting events from the local area and
outside of the Metroplex. Without the competitive environment of the event we felt that it would
lose its significance. We realize some of the athletes will be disappointed, as will many of you.
We have had several Zoom meetings with the leaders at Region 10 and key Lions from 2-X1 and
2-E2, and while we share the disappointment, we feel that this is the best option for everyone’s
safety.
We commit to having an event in 2021 that will be memorable! We hope you will continue to
support with your 100% contributions so we can do so next year.

PDG Keith Murray
Sports Extravaganza Executive Committee Member

Lions Keep Irving Clean!
Sunday, September 20, 2020— The Dallas Everest
Lions Club recently conducted an Environment Cleaning
program under the Environmental Project 'Keep Irving
Clean', a monthly program. The area chosen for the
project was a one-mile area of W. Grauwyler Road in
front of the Nepali Temple in Irving (Nepalese Cultural
and Spiritual Center), and the temple premises, both
inside and outside.
Ten of the club officers and members participated as
volunteers. The program began at 9:30 a.m. and lasted
for two hours. Ten large plastic bags (5 trash bags and
5 recycling bags) were utilized for the program.
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Coppell Lions Collect Food Items

Lion Margaret Meek, Lion Mary Ann Higgins, and Lion Julie Madden bring over 350
pounds of non-perishable items to MetroCrest Services. The Coppell Lions Club
asked friends and neighbors to help collect items.
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Greenville Lions Are
Making a Difference!

Thursday, September 3, 2020—
Greenville Lions Club donated
peanut butter and jelly to the 2020
Feed a Child Campaign run by
Prestige Integra Insurance in
Greenville, Texas. This donation
will benefit FISH Ministries MARK
(Meals At Risk Kids) program.

If you have an item for
the Lions Link, please
email it to:
hilarylandrum@gmail.com
no later than
October 25th for
inclusion in the
November edition!
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Visit Lions Clubs
International online @
lionsclubs.org
texaslions.org
www.lions2-x1.org

Lions Code of Ethics
TO SHOW my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I may
merit a reputation for quality of service.
TO SEEK success and demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no profit or
success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of
questionable acts on my part.
TO REMEMBER that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another’s; to be loyal
to my clients or customers and true to myself.
WHENEVER a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to resolve
such doubt against myself.
TO HOLD friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of
the service performed by one to another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service
in the spirit in which it is given.
ALWAYS to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state and my community, and to
give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and
means.
TO AID others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, my substance to the
needy.
TO BE CAREFUL with my criticism and liberal with my praise, to build up and not destroy.

