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Vinod’s Views

By District Governor Vinod Mathur
Dallas Filipino Lions Club
The International Convention in Milan was a successful event with
over 15,000 Lions from around the world in attendance. All DGE’s
had a session on the first day and we were inducted a day before the
last plenary session. Our International President Jung-Yul-Choi was
inducted on the last day of the plenary session with a very relevant
motto of “ We Serve – in diversity”. Diversity is our strength. This
was my third international convention to attend, and all of them are
always packed with activities sometimes difficult to keep up with.
We now have dedicated and capable district committee chairs to
help the district and clubs. We had a leadership retreat/workshop
in June to discuss our goals, plans, structure and focus to ensure
our district is well prepared to meet potential challenges and
opportunities.
Our first Cabinet Meeting was held on July 27th. Thanks to Plano
Early and Collin Nepalese Lions Clubs for hosting. We had a good
turnout and the program included an informative talk by the manager
of the North Texas Food Bank, as hunger is one of our global service
initiatives.
My motto for the 2019-2020 Lions year is “When we serve, we
grow”. That includes every Lion in our district. I presented the
district goals very briefly at the cabinet meeting. I appeal to all club
presidents, membership chairs, and club officers for your support to
achieve our goals. Increased membership means more service – for
better community and better organization. I look forward to working
with all of you to be the best district in MD-2.
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BILLY’S
BROADCAST
By 1st VDG Billy Ketner
Sachse Lions Club

In July, I had a great time at Julien
C. Hyer Lions Youth Camp in
Pottsboro, Texas. It was very enjoyable
to be with the campers and see one
of the key purposes of LCI being
fulfilled: "TO CREATE and foster a
spirit of understanding among the
peoples of the world." Also, in July,
the first Cabinet Meeting of our District
will be held for this Lions year. All
District Lions should support District
Governor Vinod Mathur as he leads
our District to greater service
achievements.
In August, we will head to Kerrville
for the Council of Governors meetings.
We will be at the Texas Lions Camp
and we should get to meet with
2019 – 2020 Lions Clubs International
President Jung-Yul Choi of Pusan,
Korea. We will also celebrate one of
the great Lions of our District, PCC
John Eads, as he is honored with
the President’s Picnic as outgoing
President and Chairman of the Board
for the Executive Board of the Texas
Lions Camp.
Please continue all your great
services to others. Please reach any
member of the District 2-X1 Governors
Team if you have questions or need
support during this year.

Esmeralda’s
Express News
By 2nd VDG Esmeralda Rodriguez
Grand Prairie Host Lions Club

Our District 2x1 kicked off the 2019-2020
Lions year with an awesome first Cabinet
Meeting on July 28, 2019 at Messiah
Lutheran Church. A special thanks to Plano
Early Lions and Plano Nepalese Lions Clubs
for hosting this wonderful event. In August,
we will go to Kerrville for the First Council
of Governors Meeting from August 1st to
August 4th.
On August 14th, we will have our First
Executive Council for 2019-2020. (see
page 69 in the 2-X1 District Directory). Our
plan is to highlight membership-retention,
recruitment and recognition; service; and
leadership development at the District and
Club levels at our two meetings that will be
held this year. Please note the venue
location change: Golden Corral, 1540 N.
Cockrell Hill Rd., Dallas, Texas 75211
6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.-Dinner on your own
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.-Executive Council
Meeting. Our second Executive Council
Meeting will be held in the spring on
February 12, 2020.
A friendly reminder to please pay your
Lions Club International, MD-2, District 2-X1,
and TLC Dues in August.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on
my cell via text at 972-891-4678 or email
me at:
Esmeralda.rodriguez@gpisd.org. I will be
happy to come visit your club or zone as
needed. Thanks in advance for all you do!

Lions: WE SERVE
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CAMPAIGN 100 UPDATE
Many of you are aware of the Centennial Challenge issued by LCI during the celebration of our
first 100 years of service: to serve 200 million people during that three-year period. We succeeded
serving well in excess of 250 million. We now have a new goal, a new challenge: to serve at least
200 million people EVERY YEAR.
In order to help LIONS CLUBS meet this challenge, LCIF has embarked on Campaign 100, an effort
to raise the funds needed by LIONS CLUBS and LEO CLUBS to get the job done. As you can see
from the accompanying graphic, the needs are there, and LIONS have the ability and the manpower
to meet these needs; usually all that is missing is a little funding. This is where LCIF can help with
Humanitarian Grants, Community Service Grants, and LEO project grants.
The Humanitarian Grants are the traditional grants from LCIF, like the grants that helped fund the
SPOT Vision machines, Vision Bus, and Diabetic Screening initiative.
Community Impact grants are for both Clubs and Districts where 15% of their donations are
available for LIONS projects in their communities. Money donated by the CLUB and its MEMBERS
comes back to the CLUB to do more projects in the local community.

Congratulations to both the Coppell Lions Club and the Dallas Oak Cliff Lions Club for
qualifying for Community Impact Grants.
In order to meet the challenge and to fund the new grant program, LCIF, through its Campaign 100,
is asking each Lion to donate $100 per year for three years or for each Club to donate a $100 per
member per year for the next three years.

Last year’s leading contributors:
Donations in terms of dollars
Coppell
Dallas Oak Cliff
Carrollton Evening
Waxahachie
Dallas Indian
Duncanville Noon
Richardson Host
Plano Early

$6,702
$5,907
$2,066
$2,000
$1,556
$1,312
$1,200
$1,168

Donations per member
Coppell
Carrollton Evening
Richardson Host
Dallas Oak Cliff
Waxahachie
Dallas Preston
Plano Early
Dallas White Rock

$ 124.11
$ 71.24
$ 52.63
$ 42.64
$ 28.57
$ 25.00
$ 23.36
$ 22.96

Thank you to all of those that have made a contribution towards Campaign 100 and the effort to
expand our service opportunities. If you would like to learn more about LCIF or have a speaker at
your club meeting, please let me know.
PDG Bill Smothermon
lionbillsmo@gmail.com
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Meet Your New International President...
Dr. Jung-Yul Choi of Busan, Republic of
Korea, was elected to serve as international
president of Lions Clubs International at the
association’s 102nd International Convention,
held in Milan, Italy, July 5 through July 9,
2019. A member of the Busan Jae-il Lions
Club since 1977, President Choi has held
many offices within the association, including
club president, cabinet secretary, district
governor and international director. He also
served numerous times as a DGE Group
Leader and served on 11 committees as a
member of the International Board of Directors. In addition, he was a
chairperson of the 39th OSEAL Forum in 2000 and a host committee
chairperson at the 95th Lions International Convention in Busan in 2012,
the largest convention ever held in Lions history.
In recognition of his service to the association, President Choi has
received numerous awards, including the Humanitarian Partnership;
Senior Master Key Award; 100% District Governor Award; multiple
International President’s Leadership Awards; multiple International
President’s Awards; and an Ambassador of Good Will Award, the
highest honor the association bestows upon its members. He is also
a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. In addition to his Lion activities,
President Choi is chief executive officer of Koala Company, Ltd., an
international trading company, and is also a past director of the Busan
Sports Association. President Choi and his wife, Seung-Bok, have one
son, four daughters and two granddaughters.

Volume 30, Issue 2

Page 5

E D I TO R ’ S N OT E
hilarylandrum@gmail.com
Howdy, folks! Some of you who have been around a while may recall
that I used to be the editor of this fine publication, and through a recent
turn of events, here I am again! I am a few years older, a little bit wiser,
and very excited to be involved with the Lions Link once again.
My husband, IPCC John Landrum, and I recently returned from Italy,
where we were lucky enough to find the Italian Alamo in Milan! There’s
nothing like the energy and excitement that an International Convention
delivers. Marching in the International Parade was definitely a big highlight
of our trip!
I encourage each of you to send me photos and articles that highlight
the wonderful things that are happening in your clubs. Please submit
items before the 25th of each month. Remember...WE SERVE!

In Memoriam – PIP Everett “Ebb” J. Grindstaff
Ballinger, Texas will continue its small-town, everyday way of life, but it will not be the same without
one of its most prominent and beloved citizens, Everett J. “Ebb” Grindstaff. Ebb passed from this
earth to his new home on Monday, July 8, 2019, at the age of 88.
Ebb was born May 7, 1931, in Abilene to E. C. and Atha (Porter) Grindstaff. He grew up in Ballinger
and graduated from Ballinger High School. He married Jeannette (Jay) White on April 3, 1954, in Ft.
Worth.
A graduate of Baylor University with a BBA degree in business, and an LLB degree in law, Ebb
joined the Army and served in Japan in counter-intelligence during the Korean Conflict. He returned
to Ballinger and became a partner in the law firm of Grindstaff and Grindstaff with his father, E.C.
“Judge” Grindstaff. Ebb was a candidate for Texas State Representative in 1956 and 1968. An
attorney in Ballinger since 1956, Ebb was appointed City Attorney in November of 1957 and remained in that office until he retired
in January 2018, after 60 years of service. He continued his private practice, even during his time in the hospital, until his death.
A devoted member of Lions Club since 1956, Ebb was responsible for promoting the Juvenile Diabetes Program in Texas in 19691971. This program continues and includes the American Diabetes Association. The Lions State Office and Museum in Kerrville will
be named in honor of Ebb. He became deeply involved in Lions Club International and served as International President in 1982-83.
During his lifetime, Ebb traveled 50 countries and met hundreds of influential leaders, including President Sadat of Egypt, Prime
Minister Begin of Israel, Mayor Jacques Chirac of Paris, France, who went on to become the President of France, U.S. presidents,
Lyndon Johnson, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and George Bush, as well as Pope John Paul II. Yet, Ebb
treated the people of Ballinger, or people anywhere, with the same respect, kindness, and integrity as the dignitaries.
Ebb is survived by his devoted wife, Jay, of Ballinger; son, Jeff Grindstaff of San Angelo; and daughter, Michelle Moussa of Dallas.
Also surviving are four grandchildren, Will Grindstaff of Lubbock and Kate Grindstaff of San Angelo and their mother Elizabeth
Grindstaff of College Station, Tanner Moussa of New York, and Mackenzie Moussa Lewis and husband, Austin, of Dallas; and
favorite brother-in-law, Judge Albert White of Hico.
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2019 LCI Convention: Milan
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Coppell LEO Receives International Award

July 27, 2019— Coppell High School LEO Club President Isabel
Mascarenhas was one of several recipients worldwide of the “Leo of
the Year” award given by IPIP Gudrun Yngvadottir. Isabel was awarded
this prestigious international honor at the 1st Cabinet Meeting held in
Plano. Congratulations to a very deserving young lady and future Lion!

Images from DG Vinod’s 1st Cabinet Meeting
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J.C. Hyer Camp Brings International Youth to Texas
Organized in 1973, the Texas based Julien C. Hyer International Youth Camp hosts students from
across the world that participate in a 6-week program to expose life in Texas—as experienced by
personal visits to the DFW area, Lake Texoma, Austin, San Antonio, and Lubbock. For 2019, 32
students from over 25 countries were hosted by DFW area families. While staying with host families
gives each student (aged 17 to 22) an individualized experience, the J.C. Hyer programs provide
robust group activities that engage all of the students. These activities help to provide deep insight
into Texas’s rich and colorful history and life in America.
Charlotte, age 17, arrived in Coppell on June 29 from The Netherlands. An extremely talented
student, she speaks 5 fluent languages and desires to follow her mother’s footsteps in the career
path of law. She ultimately desires to become a judge in her country. With no one in her family
previously visiting the United States, she arrived to be hosted by the local family of Bradley and
Anne White. She wasted no time being introduced to Texas BBQ, drinks (with ice!), bacon, ranch
dressing, and Texas heat! Local visits included the George W. Bush Presidential Library, AT&T
Stadium in Arlington, and a Rangers Baseball game.

While she shared time with the other international students, Charlotte had the unique
opportunity to visit a local American Airlines captain whose passion for flying also involves
helicopters. She made her first helicopter voyage, with the doors removed, just a few
weeks ago. An introduction to John Deere tractors and safely handling her first firearm
also highlighted that event! Her other local experiences included iFly (indoor skydiving),
The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza, and the Mesquite Championship Rodeo.
While the incredible efforts of the organizers provided the participants the amazing
opportunity, the learning was never one-sided; all the families, students, and local Texans
worked hard at building lasting relationships while showing remarkable hospitality that
stretches well beyond borders.

An old guy walks into a bar and the bartender asks for
ID. “You’ve got to be kidding,” he said. “I’m almost 60
years old.” The bartender apologized, but said he had
to see the license. The guy showed his ID, then paid
and told the bartender to keep the change. “The tip’s
for carding me,” he said. The bartender put the change
in the tip cup. “Thanks,” he said. “Works every time.”

We can only be said to be
alive in those moments when
our hearts are conscious
of our treasures.

Comedy

—

Thornton Wilder

Visit Lions Clubs
International online @
lionsclubs.org
texaslions.org
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Lions Code of Ethics
TO SHOW my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I may
merit a reputation for quality of service.
TO SEEK success and demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no profit or
success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of
questionable acts on my part.
TO REMEMBER that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another’s; to be loyal
to my clients or customers and true to myself.
WHENEVER a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to resolve
such doubt against myself.
TO HOLD friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of
the service performed by one to another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service
in the spirit in which it is given.
ALWAYS to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state and my community, and to
give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and
means.
TO AID others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, my substance to the
needy.
TO BE CAREFUL with my criticism and liberal with my praise, to build up and not destroy.

